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NO3-N l		l			i			i			i			i		

Org-N dxj		qxd			i			i			i		exbk		

�[1�	>� 	i		qxj			i		nxbl			i		nxbb		

Ortho-P 	i		qxj		nxbb			i			i			i		

pH jxj			i		cxj		cxj			i			i		

��	�.�$�� 

Ca2+ 	i			i			i			i		dxjd			i		

Mg2+ 	i			i			i			i		mxnq			i		

Na+ 	i			i			i			i		cqj		cqe		

K+ 	i			i			i			i		be		be		

�8��	�.� 

SO4
2- 

	i			i		bml			i		njl			i		

Cl- 	i			i		bnl				ced			i		

EC(dS/m) qnxn		nkxn			i			i		bexn			i		

R.6��	���	>� 	i			i		dne		dnb		bklk		bklm		

SAR 	i			i			i			i		dqxd		dxm		

B 	i			i			i			i		mdxb		qxb		

�����6��CaCO3���	i			i			i			i		cnn		ncn		

�
7��CaCO3� 	i			i			i			i		nmq			i		
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Los 

Coyotes		Pomon		
Dubline  

San 

Ramon		

City of 

Livermone		
Simivalley 

CSD� �

BOD5 q		e		k		n		c		k		

SS			i		q			i		b			i			i		

�a��
��	>�			i			i			i			i			i		be		

NH3-N		cxc		mxbc		kxbb		bxl		b		mxbm		

NO3-N		kxbq		bxb		c		be		cxnb		kxl		

Org-N		nxn		qxn		cxb		nxl		mxn		cxn		

�[1�	>� 	i			i			i			i			i			i		

Ortho-P dxcl		exnc		jxnb		qxnd		qxbm			i		

pH 	i			i			i		dxm		bxj			i		

2J�(	�	���B 	i			i			i			i			i		bxc		

�F.���	
��	G�[�6�	>��

MPN/100ml 

	i			i			i		n		k			i		

��	�.�$�� 

Ca qk		mq		qd			i			i			i		

Mg bj		bd		bk			i			i			i		

Na bdm		bjj		ble		bmd		bjd			i		

K bm		bd		bn			i			i			i		

��	�.��8 
SO4

2- nbn		bdb		bnc			i			i		nln		

Cl- bqq		bdk		blq		bkj		bjd		bbl		

EC(dS/m) cqxb		kkxb		lnxb		njxb		nqxb			i		

R.6��	
��	���	>���dmj		dnj		qjl			i			i			i		

SAR qcxq		ekxk		cjxc		mxk		jxq			i		

B eqxl		eqxl		mmxl			i		ccxb		mxl		

������6�CaCO3���	i		nqm		bej		bql			i			i		

CaCO2 nbn		nkn		nlm		nqm		bdk			i		
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-
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2-
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	 	i� 	i� mg/l B 
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	 cbxk � nxq	ibxc �

	 	i� 	i� mg/l N-NO3 
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The effect of wastewater application on certain soil physical and chemical properties 

Abstract 

The use of treated domestic sewage for irrigation is becoming a common practice, 

because of the shortage of freshwater resources. Irrigation with wastewater plant 

effluent can be either beneficial or harmful.�In order to study the effect of irrigation with 

treated wastewater on some soil properties, an experiment was conducted at north 

Isfahan province in 2009. In this study five agricultural fields which have been 

irrigation with treated wastewater were compared to four fields irrigated with wells 

water. Composite soil samples were taken from the fields from 0 to 60 cm of soil depth 

with 30 cm intervals (62 composite soil samples). All soil samples were prepared and 

analyzed for some properties using standard frequently used methods. Also the plant 

samples were collected and analyzed for transport	 some nutrients and heavy metals to 

wheat, corn, alfalfa and cantaloupe (52 plants samples).	
The results showed that the amount of bulk density (Db) in soils were lower in 

wastewater irrigated soils compared to other fields in both depths. Electrical 

conductivity (EC) and sodium absorption ratio (SAR) in soil were significantly lower in 

wastewater irrigated soils than well water irrigated. Hydraulic conductivity (Ks) and 

water hold capacity in soils irrigated with wastewater was higher than wells, but was not 

significant. The amount of nitrogen (N) in soils were higher in wastewater irrigated 

soils compared to other fields. Phosphorous (P) concentrations in soil were significantly 

higher in wastewater irrigated fields than well water irrigated. Potassium (K) 

concentrations in soil irrigated with both source of irrigations were almost similar. In 

the depth of 30-60 cm, nutrients showed lower concentrations than 0-30 cm in soils. 

The amount of cadmium (Cd), manganese (Mn) and iron (Fe) in soils were higher in 

wastewater irrigated soils compared to other fields. Zinc (Zn), lead (Pb) and cupper 

(Cu) concentrations in soil irrigated with both source of irrigations were almost similar��

However, in the depth of 30-60 cm, many metals have showed lower concentrations 

than 0-30 cm in soils indicating greater metals accumulations in the surface soil layer. 

Irrigation of wheat and alfalfa with wastewater had not significant effect on the 

accumulation of elements. Irrigation with wastewater caused significant increase N and 

P in shrub of corn and nitrogen (N) in cantaloupes fruits. Irrigation of wheat and alfalfa 

with wastewater had not significant effect on the accumulation of elements. Irrigation of 

corn with wastewater caused significant increase Mn in grain, but these concentrations 

were lower than recommended maximum concentration. Using treated wastewater to 

irrigate cantaloupes increased cadmium (Cd) accumulation in cantaloupes fruits to the 

range of 0.4 to 1 mg/kg dry weight indicating possible potential risk while the 

corresponding data for wells water was found no any detectable cadmium (Cd) in the 

fruits. 

In general, the results showed that the heavy metals concentration in crop has not 

significant different in irrigation with wastewater and wells water, there appears to be 

no significant risk associated with the irrigation of these crops with treated wastewater.	

Key words: Wastewater, Irrigation, Heavy metals, Nutrients, Agricultural products 
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